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On February 6, Beverly Barkat’s solo exhibi-
tion Earth Poetica opened in Jerusalem at the 
entrance to the Biblical Zoo’s Gottesman Family 
Aquarium.

The exhibit, which is in collaboration 
with the Nomas Foundation, focuses on 
plastic pollution and ocean conservation 
and centers around a huge sphere of the 
world, which from a distance, resembles 
a glistening jewel. 

Built from wrought iron with 180 
panels, the Earth’s landmasses, seas 
and oceans are clearly delineated in rich 
colors that catch the light. On closer in-
spection, it is clear that what looks like 
a jewel, is in fact plastic waste set in a 
soy-based resin: bags, wrappers, and 
plastic netting that are literally cover-
ing the globe. Barkat wanted the image 
of a jewel because she wants something 
that would draw people in, not push 
them away.

Barkat, a visual artist who works in mixed 
media, spent three years collecting plastic waste 
from all over the world, and cutting it into small 
pieces. Wherever she exhibited, she collected gar-
bage – Taiwan, London, and the United States – 
and then brought it home in her suitcase. When 
Covid interrupted her travel plans, friends and 

family pitched in to collect plastic waste and sent 
her boxes full from all over the world. Plastic 
waste isn’t heavy but it wreaks havoc with the 

GEQU[UVGO�� *GT� UVWFKQ� ƀQQT� YCU� NKVGTCNN[�� CPF�
ſIWTCVKXGN[� CYCUJ� KP� CP� QEGCP� QH� RNCUVKE�� 5JG�
included Bamboo in the sculpture because she 
wanted nature in the exhibit. “We are nature,” 
she says.

The exhibit was originally commissioned by 
The World Trade Center. Barkat does site spe-
EKſE�YQTM� Ō� UJG� IQGU� VQ� VJG� GZJKDKVKQP� UKVG� CPF�

VJGP�GPXKUKQPU�VJG�CTV�VQ�ſNN�KV��*CXKPI�URGPV�JGT�
childhood on the pristine beaches of South Afri-
ca, collecting shells on the beach, and then view-

ing a video where children from poor 
countries collect plastic waste from the 
beaches and sell it, Barkat was moved to 
do an educational exhibit on how plastic 
waste is destroying the world. Someone 
UWIIGUVGF�ſTUV�UJQYKPI�VJG�UEWNRVWTG�CV�
the aquarium as the aquarium already 
has an educational program featuring 
the damage caused to marine life by 
plastic waste – sea turtles losing limbs, 
ſUJ�YCUJKPI�WR�QP�VJG�DGCEJ�ſNNGF�YKVJ�
ICTDCIG��+V�UGGOGF�NKMG�CP�KFGCN�ſV��#PF�
Barkat was eager to show the exhibit 
ſTUV�KP�JGT�JQOG��,GTWUCNGO��

The World Trade Center is patiently 
waiting another six months for the ex-
hibit to close in Jerusalem before it be-
comes a permanent exhibit there. 

Barkat comes from a family of artists. Her 
parents, Louis and Lorna Sakalovsky, came to 
Israel from Johannesburg to teach at the Bezalel 
Academy of Arts and Design in Jerusalem, where 
Barkat herself later learned. “It’s in my DNA,” 
she says, “and it has a power greater than me.” 

Her three daughters are also artistic, her 
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Beverly Barkat working on “Earth Poetica.” (Credit: Leopold Chen)
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daughter Noam having done the music for the 
ſNO� CDQWV� $CTMCV� CV� VJG� CSWCTKWO�� ő+ŏO� XGT[�
RTQWF�QH�VJCV�Œ�UJG�UC[U��$CTMCVŏU�FCWIJVGT�&CP-
KGNNG� KU�C�OWNVK�FKUEKRNKPCT[�ƀQTCN�CTVKUV�CPF�JGT�
[QWPIGUV�� #OKV�� UVWFKGF� DCMKPI� CV� VJG� %QTFQP�
$NGW�KP�2CTKU��ETGCVKPI�INWVGP�HTGG�RCUVTKGU�GURG-
EKCNN[�HQT�JGT�OQVJGT��YJQ�KU�INWVGP�KPVQNGTCPV�

$CTMCV�JCU�GZJKDKVGF�KP�OCP[�EQWPVTKGU�YQTNF-
YKFG��5JG�YCU�KPXKVGF�D[�VJG�+UTCGNK�CODCUUCFQT�
KP�4QOG� VQ� FQ� CP� GZJKDKV� HQT� +UTCGNŏU� ��th anni-
XGTUCT[�CV�VJG�/WUGQ�$QPEQORCIPK�.WFQXKUK��ő+V�
YCU�CP�GZSWKUKVG�URCEG�Œ�UJG�UCKF��5JG�JCF�VQ�ſPF�
UQOGVJKPI�VJCV�YQWNF�IQ�YKVJ�VJG�QTPCVG�HTGUEQGU�
CPF�IQNF�VTKO��CPF�UJG�EJQUG�C����RCPGN�ETGCVKQP�
OQFGNGF�CHVGT� VJG�Choshen� CPF� ECNNGF� KV�� ő#HVGT�
VJG�6TKDGU�Œ�

$CTMCV� EQNNGEVGF� UVQPGU� CPF� GCTVJ� HTQO� VJG�
NCPF� QH� GCEJ� QH� VJG� ��� VTKDGU� 
YJGTG� RQUUKDNG���
0QTVJ�VQ�5QWVJ��'CUV�VQ�9GUV��CPF�EQODKPGF�VJGO�
YKVJ�ETWUJGF�UGOK�RTGEKQWU�UVQPGU��6JG�GOQVKQP�
$CTMCV�YCU�VT[KPI�VQ�EQPXG[�KU��ő9G�CTG�QPG�RGQ-
RNG��'CEJ�VTKDG�KU�KORQTVCPV�Œ�5JG�YCPVGF�KP�VJG�
GZJKDKV�VQ�UJQY�VJG�XCTKGV[�QH�YJCV�YG�JCXG�KP�+U-
TCGN�CPF�VJG�&KCURQTC��CPF�VJG�XCTKGV[�UJG�EJQUG�
VQ�TGRTGUGPV�KU�RGQRNG�

$CTMCV� TGCNK\GU� VJCV� GXGT[QPG� GZRGTKGPEGU�
JGT�CTV�CV�C�FKHHGTGPV� NGXGN��FGRGPFKPI�QP�OCP[�
HCEVQTU� UWEJ� CU� CIG�� CTV� DCEMITQWPF�� RGTUQPCN�
GZRGTKGPEG� CPF�YQTNF� XKGY�� ő+� ETGCVG� GOQVKQPCN�
CTV��YJKEJ�YKNN�JQRGHWNN[�ECWUG�VJG�QDUGTXGT�VQ�DG�
OQXGF� D[� VJG� GZRGTKGPEG�Œ�#PF� GXGT[� GZJKDKV� KU�
C�FKHHGTGPV�VQRKE�YKVJ�C�FKHHGTGPV�OGFKWO�CPF�C�
FKHHGTGPV�OGUUCIG�

9JGP� +� CUM� KH� JGT� GZJKDKVU� VCMG� VKOG� CYC[�
HTQO�JGT�HCOKN[��$CTMCV�CUUWTGU�OG�VJCV�VJG[�CTG�
RCTV�QH�VJG�RTQLGEV��ő#HVGT�VJG�6TKDGUŒ�YGPV�QP�VQ�

DG�GZJKDKVGF�KP�6CKYCP�KP�1EVQDGT������CPF�JGT�
HCOKN[�ECOG�YKVJ�JGT�VQ�JGNR�JGT�KPUVCNN�KV��

#OQPI�$CTMCVŏU�PGZV�EQOOKUUKQPU�CTG�CP�QKN�
RCKPVKPI�GZJKDKVKQP�CV�VJG�4QVJUEJKNF�)CNNGT[�KP�
6GN�#XKX�CDQWV�VJG�OQXGOGPV�QH�JQTUGU��CPF�RCT-
VKEKRCVKPI� CV� +OCIQ� /WPFK� ITQWR� GZJKDKVKQP� KP�
6QTKPQ��+VCN[��.CVGT�KP�������UJG�YKNN�DG�KPUVCNNKPI�
JGT� GZJKDKVKQP� ő/CUU�/QXGOGPV�'PGTI[Œ� CV� VJG�

&C:KCPI�#TV�5RCEG�)CNNGT[�
$CTMCVŏU�CTV�KU�HWNN�QH�OQXGOGPV�CPF�GPGTI[�CU�

YGNN�CU�URKTKVWCNKV[�CPF�VJG�ITGCV�NQXG�UJG�HGGNU�HQT�
VJG�OGFKWO��ő+ŏO�RCUUKQPCVG�CDQWV�NKHG�Œ�UJG�UC[U�

6JG�GZJKDKV�YKNN� TWP� VJTQWIJ� VJG� UWOOGT�CV�
VJG�CSWCTKWO�DGHQTG�OQXKPI�VQ�0GY�;QTM��

(QT�OQTG� KPHQTOCVKQP��XKUKV�YYY�DGXGTN[DCT-
MCV�EQO�

Saltsman
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The artist and her creation (Credit: Michael Amar)


